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Summer 2022 Newsletter 
 

École Publique 

Hillcrest Public School 
433 1st Ave, Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0 

http://hillcrest.lkdsb.net  T: 519-882-2260 

Principal: M. A. Newcombe (Andrew.Newcombe@LKDSB.com) 

Secretary: Mme T. Blakey 

Follow us on Facebook: @ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool 

Starting With Gratitude 

Parents & Guardians, thanks for another successful year here at 

École Hillcrest.  To think back to the way our school year started 

and where we are now, our hearts are full of gratitude and 

appreciation.   Thanks for taking the time to read this newsletter.  

There are many different opportunities being offered this summer 

to help keep students engaged.  More information can be 

viewed by scrolling down to see if any of these opportunities meet 

your family’s needs.  Regardless of what you select to engage in 

this summer, we hope that you and your family have a peaceful 

and relaxing time together.  Here at Hillcrest, we have been 

anxiously engaged in preparing for the 2022-2023 schoolyear.  

Know that our preparation will continue until the very last moment 

when students arrive on September 6th.  Please reach out if you 

need anything this summer.  

Email is probably the best way 

to reach us during the season.  

Please find our contact 

information above.  We look 

forward to hearing from you, 

should you and your family 

need anything.  Thanks for a 

great year. 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 23 

Graduation 

June 27 

Student Transition Period (see 

“Student Class Placements” 

section of this Newsletter for 

more details) 

June 28 

• Staff/Student Baseball 

Game 9:15 a.m. 

• Year-End Assembly 

11:45 a.m. 

• Last Day of Classes 

August 8 

Courtesy Bus Seat Application 

Process is open 

August 26 

Bus Transportation Details are 

available after this date 

September 6 

First Day of Classes for the 

2022-2023 schoolyear  

September 13 

School Council Meeting – 6:00 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool/
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Term 2 Reports 

End-of-year Report Cards are coming home on the last day of instruction, June 28th.  Things to 

consider when reviewing your child’s report card with them: 

• Sit down together.  Plan time as a family to have a report card chat with no interruptions  

• Remove distractions.  Select a discussion area that facilitates discussion 

• Starting with something positive helps your child to feel upbeat about their success, no 

matter how small.  This helps everyone relax and celebrate the great things that have 

happened. 

• Recognize the struggle.  Let your child share their thoughts, comments, and worries in the 

discussion.  This will provide great insight 

• Have your child think about their struggles and possible solutions to the challenges they are 

facing or faced this year 

• Circle back and end with optimism and positivity.  Learning and progressing are fun.  The 

future is only as bright as our optimistic outlook.  Next year is a new school year.  The summer 

provides many opportunities to keep the learning going, even if it is informal 

• Consider setting goals and next steps as a family.  If you do this, don’t forget to create a way 

to track your progress.  

Student Class Placements 

Over the past few months, we have been diligently building and creating class lists for the 2022-2023 

school year.  As always, we take many, many things into consideration when building a class list, 

such as academic needs, student strengths, peer relationships, mental well-being, physical class 

proximity to resources in the building, etc., etc., etc.  Knowing all of this, we also know that despite 

our best plans, numbers may change in August or September, requiring us to pivot and alter class 

configurations altogether.  Based on our class organization right now, we are organizing a Class 

Transition Period on Monday, June 27th, during the third block, where students will have a chance to 

join their new teacher and peers and participate in a couple of activities to help students feel 

comfortable about the upcoming school year.  Once again, we can’t guarantee that students will 

eventually be with these teachers and peers, but it will represent our current registration numbers 

and plans. 

School Staffing 

Here at Hillcrest, we have a fantastic staff, as you know.  Everyone contributes in a different way, 

adding to the beauty and efficacy of our school.  As we prepare for the new year, we know that 

staff turnover is a real eventuality.  So far, everyone is staying with us, as of the time that we shared 

this newsletter.  Please find our staff list and list of proposed responsibilities for the upcoming school 

year on our school website, on the Staff List page.  Alternatively, please click on this link to take you 

there.  We have made a few adjustments to teaching responsibilities, as you will see.  We are 

https://www.lkdsb.net/school/hillcrest/Directory/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.lkdsb.net/school/hillcrest/Directory/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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grateful for the contributions made by members of our staff each and every day.  Here at Hillcrest, 

we recognize the fact that the school system exists to support students, and that every decision we 

make, needs to keep this in mind. 

Student Belongings Coming Home 

At the end of every school year, staff, students, and parents 

strive their best to make sure that student belongings make 

their way home to be repurposed or stored for the 

upcoming school year.  Part of this process is ensuring that 

items from the school’s Lost & Found are displayed at the 

front of our school.  The items we currently have can be 

found in the photos to the right.  Please let us know if one of 

these items belongs to your family, so delivery can be 

arranged in your child’s backpack.  Better yet, depending 

on your child’s age, ask them to collect the item 

themselves.  Items will be donated on June 28th at the end 

of the day. 

School Supplies List 

Reusing items from the previous school year that were 

gently used, or unused is a great strategy to save money, 

be kind to the environment, and promote responsible use 

of resources to students.  Our 2022-2023 School Supplies List 

can be found on our school’s website, by visiting the Newsletter page.  Also, for your ease of 

access, the link can be found here.  As you prepare for the upcoming school year, as always, if your 

family needs some help to purchase the required resources for the upcoming school year, we 

always have ways to help families.  Reach out to us, should you need assistance. 

Johnny G’s Hillcrest Pizza Night 

On May 19th, Johnny G’s Premium Pizza hosted a Hillcrest Pizza Night, as shared in last month’s 

newsletter.  $5 from each order plus all tips received by Johnny G’s that night were donated to the 

school.  In total, $620 was raised.  Additionally, Johnny G’s decided to donate an additional $380 to 

the school, so that the donation could amount to the round number of $1000.  We could not be 

more grateful for their support.  This was just one more testament to the amazing nature of the 

residents of the town of Petrolia, their support of the community, and the support of the community 

for our amazing students, your kids!  Thanks, Johnny G’s.  Nice work! 

Grade 8 Graduation 

By way of reminder, this year’s Grade 8 Graduation Ceremony will be held on June 23rd, at New 

Life Assembly Church on Oozloffsky St. in Petrolia.  The doors will open at 5:15 p.m. and the 

https://www.lkdsb.net/school/hillcrest/Newsletters/Documents/School%20Supplies%20List/Required%20School%20Supplies%202022-23.pdf
https://www.lkdsb.net/school/hillcrest/Newsletters/Documents/School%20Supplies%20List/Required%20School%20Supplies%202022-23.pdf
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ceremony will commence at 6:00 p.m.  We look forward to celebrating our Graduating Dragons 

that night, and the great work they have accomplished over the past ten years of their elementary 

school career (along with the families that support them).  Congratulations, everyone! 

Year-End Assembly 

Our Year-End assembly will take place on Tuesday, June 28th, starting at 11:45 a.m.  We have limited 

room for guests to attend the assembly.  Parents wishing to attend the assembly will need to email 

to verify that there is space at the assembly, by Friday, June 24th.  A confirmation email will be sent 

to families until we arrive at our maximum capacity for this event.  Once again, there is very limited 

space for a parent to be able to attend.  We wish we had room for everyone who wishes to attend 

– fingers crossed we just might.  Emails must be sent to andrew.newcombe@lkdsb.net indicating the 

number of people who would like to attend and their names.  Once we have arrived at our 

maximum capacity, requesting parents will be informed that we no longer have space.  We look 

forward to celebrating the many successes experienced this year at Hillcrest with everyone in 

attendance. 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation – Orange Shirt Day – September 30th 

The Government of Canada has formally designated September 30th, National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation, as a federally statutory holiday for employees in the federal government and 

federally regulated workplaces. This day will be observed to honour First Nations, Inuit and Metis 

survivors and their families and communities, and ensure the public commemoration of their history 

and the legacy of residential schools. 

The Lambton Kent District School Board will commemorate the impact of residential schools on 

Friday, September 30, 2022 – Orange Shirt Day. Students and staff are encouraged to wear orange 

shirts and use this day as a catalyst to encourage learning and understanding about the residential 

school system and the impacts that system has had on First Nations, Metis, and Inuit people. This is a 

meaningful way as school communities to come together in a spirit of reconciliation and hope 

because “Every Child Matters”. Respectfully, flags at all LKDSB schools and facilities will be lowered 

on this day. Tuesday, June 28th. 

To commemorate this day, families might want to consider ordering an “Every Child Matters” T-Shirt 

for their student(s).  Orders for these T-Shirts are due by Friday, September 9th.  Orders can be made 

at this link.  Orders will be shipped to the school by or before Thursday, September 29th, and 

distributed to families by placing the shirt in the backpack of students with student assistance. 

Student/Staff Baseball Game  

On Tuesday, June 28th, starting at 9:15 a.m., the Grade 8 Students will be challenging staff currently 

working at Hillcrest, or who worked this year, to a baseball game.  Parents wishing to attend this 

event are welcome to do so.  The gates will be opened at 9:00 a.m. by the portable for parents 

mailto:andrew.newcombe@lkdsb.net
https://www.screenart.ca/lkdsb_ecm/shop/home
https://www.screenart.ca/lkdsb_ecm/shop/home
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wishing to come.  We want to thank guests in advance who are attending to help follow directives 

of staff that day, as we diligently provide instructions to keep everyone safe in attendance. 

Family BBQ  

On June 7th, we had our Hillcrest Family 

BBQ.  It was a great event for everyone 

who attended.   Families enjoyed some 

great BBQ prepared by the Lions Club.  

Children of all ages enjoyed games and 

conversation that evening.  It was 

absolutely wonderful to see our Hillcrest 

School Family enjoying time together and 

building and reestablishing relationships.  

For those who could not make it out, but 

wanted to, thanks as well.  We know how 

busy life is for everyone! 

Kids Help Line 

The Kids Help Phone is available 24/7 for students who need immediate support. To contact Kids 

Help Phone call: 1-800-668-6868 or visit www.kidshelpphone.ca 

Register Your Child for Free Online Summer Reading Tutoring 

The Lambton Kent District School Board (LKDSB) is excited to offer free online summer reading 

tutoring for LKDSB students in Kindergarten to Grade 4 to support students and families in July and 

August.  Students work one-on-one with a teacher for daily 20-minute blocks held on weekdays 

throughout the three-week sessions in July or August options.  The tutoring aims to help students 

improve their reading confidence, and skill levels and provides support individualized to their 

learning needs.  There is limited space available, and timeslots will be assigned on a first-come, first 

serviced bases.  Register by completing the sign-up form by Friday, June 24, 22, at this link. 

School Cash Online 

As you know, Hillcrest is a cashless school, this means we do not accept cash or cheques as 

payment for school activities.  All transactions must go through School Cash Online.  School Cash 

Online accepts Debit, Visa, MasterCard, and any Canadian Debit Card with the Visa or Mastercard 

symbol on it.  It also uses an E-Check process that is like an electronic version of paper cheques 

used to make payments online.  Anyone with a checking or savings account can pay by eCheck 

through School Cash Online.    Not sure how to register?  Create your profile by going to 

https://lkdsb.schoolcashonline.com and click on “Get Started Today.”  Confirm your email address.  

Add your child(ren) by clicking on “Add Students” and fill in the required fields with your child’s 

details.  You will need your child’s Student Number which is we can provide, but most students know 

http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/
https://tinyurl.com/Summer2022Reading
https://lkdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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their number (depending on their age).  To receive emails when new items become available as 

well as reminder emails before an item expires, select “yes” to email notifications and upcoming 

fees. Contact parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com or call 1-866-961-1803 if you have difficulties 

registering. 

School Bus Information 

As shared at the beginning of this month, as families prepare for the upcoming school year, bus 

transportation is always a big 

piece of that preparation for 

many families.  Transportation 

Services has requested that 

we include the graphic found 

to the right in our newsletter, 

so families are aware of this 

year’s key bussing planning 

dates.  If you have any 

questions around these dates, 

please reach out to C.L.A.S.S. 

Transportation and they will 

be able to help you with 

accurate, detailed information. 

Meet the Teacher Event 

As we prepare for the fall, we are currently planning on holding our “Meet The Teacher” event on 

Thursday, September 22nd.  Please know that this date could change, but we thought we would 

mention it now, to promote more attendance, so that families could save the date.  Please stay 

tuned for our newsletter in the fall, providing times and details and confirmation of this event.  We 

look forward to seeing you and your family at this event. 

Have a Great Summer 

We hope everyone has a safe, fun, relaxing, learning-filled summer.  Thanks for everyone’s hard 

work and dedication to student learning this year.  We can’t wait to see everyone in the fall! 

mailto:parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com
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